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Welcome to the National Federation of the Blind of Ohio’s 80th Annual State Convention. Our theme is “Reflecting Our Journey, Shaping a New Vision: Empowering Members to Inspire the Future.”
As a founding affiliate of the National Federation of the Blind, we have a strong legacy of working together as a community in order to protect and advocate for our civil rights as blind people from its very beginning.
Through our vast network of blind members and friends, we coordinate programs, services, and resources to defend the rights of blind people, provide information and support to blind children and adults, and build a community that creates unlimited opportunities.
We believe in the ability of blind people to organize and advocate on our own behalf and reflect this belief from our democratically elected leaders to our diverse nationwide membership.
We respect and are inclusive of blind people of all backgrounds and abilities. It is our uniqueness as individuals and our collective dedication to our mission as blind people that is at the core of our strength as an organization.
Working together, we are an unstoppable force in our pursuit of civil rights for the blind in Ohio and beyond.
The Belief Message
The National Federation of the Blind advances the lives of its members and all blind people in the United States. We know that blindness is not the characteristic that defines you or your future. Every day we raise the expectations of blind people, because low expectations create obstacles between blind people and our dreams. Our collective power, determination, and diversity achieve the aspirations of all blind people.
NFB Pledge
I pledge to participate actively in the efforts of the National Federation of the Blind to achieve equality, opportunity, and security for the blind; to support the policies and programs of the Federation; and to abide by its constitution. 
Code of Conduct
The National Federation of the Blind of Ohio State Convention is a family friendly event. We are committed to maintaining a safe and welcoming environment dedicated to positive experiences for blind people. We hold ourselves and our attendees to strict adherence to the National Federation of the Blind Code of Conduct found at:
https://nfb.org/about-us/history-and-governance/code-conduct/code
Privacy Notice
“This is a public event. You may be filmed on video or captured in photos that may be published in media outlets, including Twitter, Facebook, or other social media sites. Some sessions and activities at the 2026 National Federation of the Blind of Ohio State Convention may be photographed or videotaped. By participating in the State Convention, registrants agree that The National Federation of the Blind of Ohio has the right to use their image, likeness and/or voice or sound recording taken in connection to the State Convention in all Media.”
Convention Arrangements
If you have any questions about convention arrangements, contact Suzanne Turner, Convention Arrangements Coordinator, at (216) 990-6199 or SMTurner.234@gmail.com.
Rookie Roundup
All first-time convention attendees are cordially invited to attend a reception from 8:00 to 9:30 p.m. on Friday, November 6, 2026, in Salon F. 
President Payne, National President Mark A. Riccobono, and other Federation leaders will welcome attendees and preview convention activities. Division and chapter presidents, along with experienced members, are encouraged to invite all first-time attendees to this special gathering.
Reserve Your Room
The Marriott at the University of Dayton Hotel address is 1414 South Patterson Blvd. Dayton, OH 45409.
To make a reservation, call (800) 627-7468. Be sure to enjoy recreational amenities, including:
· An indoor pool
· A spa tub
· A fitness center
· Complimentary wireless internet access
· Gift shops/newsstands
· An exclusive membership club experience

Also, enjoy a meal at the restaurant or snacks in the coffee shop/cafe. The hotel also offers room service (during limited hours). You can quench your thirst with your favorite drink at the bar/lounge. Cooked-to-order breakfasts are available daily on Monday through Friday from 6:00 AM to 11:00 AM and Saturday/Sunday from 7:00 AM to 1:00 PM.

Not only does this hotel have great amenities, but transportation is also available within a 5-mile radius.

Hotel Overview and Orientation
On behalf of Affiliate President Richard Payne and the Ohio Executive Board of Directors, welcome to Dayton for the 80th Annual State Convention. The Miami Valley offers a rich mix of arts, history, education, and military heritage, and we hope you enjoy the area during your stay.

Marriott at the University of Dayton: The hotel is welcoming and easy to navigate. As you enter through the double doors, you arrive in the main lobby. The rug beneath your feet can serve as a useful landmark when traveling with a white cane.

Hotel Lobby
When you enter the hotel, you will step into a spacious lobby with several important landmarks nearby:
· Directly to your left is a comfortable lounge area where you can relax between convention activities.
· Directly to your right is a complimentary water station.
· Continuing past the water station, the Dewberry 1850 Restaurant is located down the hall, and offers a full-service restaurant, bar, and lounge—perfect for meeting with friends or enjoying a meal.
· The reservation/front desk is straight ahead, about 20 paces back at the front entrance.
· The business center with two computers and a hard table with seating for 6, is located to the right slightly before approaching the front desk. 
· The women’s first floor restrooms can be found by walking down the hallway to the right of the front desk towards the meeting spaces. The restroom entrance is located to the right across from the welcome table.

Note: The University of Dayton Marriott is cashless.

Fitness and Recreation
To the right of the front desk, you'll find the hotel's fitness center, which includes cardio equipment, weight machines, fresh towels, and water.
Nearby are the indoor swimming pool and hot tub, with comfortable seating for relaxing after a busy day. An ADA pool lift is available for guests who need assistance entering the pool area.

Guest Rooms and Elevators
The hotel offers both King and Queen guest rooms, each designed with comfortable beds, modern furnishings, and dedicated workspaces.

The University of Dayton Marriott has six floors of guest rooms. Two elevators provide access to the upper floors, and guest rooms are also available on the first floor for those who prefer not to stay on a higher floor.

From the front desk, with your back to the main entrance, turn left to reach first-floor guest rooms and an elevator to the upper floors. Before turning left, you will find the hotel market straight ahead, offering beverages, snacks, ice cream, over-the-counter essentials, and University of Dayton souvenirs and apparel. A second elevator is located down the hallway on your left before the Dewberry 1850 restaurant.

Convention Areas
After checking in, turn right from the front desk and continue about 30 to 40 feet to reach the ballroom area.

Along this route, you will also find:
· First-floor guest rooms, on your left and down the hall.
· Men’s Restrooms located on your left before entering the hallway to the first-floor guest rooms. 

Continuing straight ahead, you will reach the main convention areas:
· The Welcome Table, officiated by the Miami Valley and Springfield Chapters
· The River Park Room, where door prizes and auction items will be stored,
· The Information Desk, where you can also temporarily store items,  
· Ballrooms (E through H),
· The Ballroom Foyer,
· The Kiefaber Room,
· The Tradewinds Room, which is at the end of the hall of the Ballrooms to your left, where Hospitality will be housed on Friday, November 6, and the Exhibit Hall will be housed on Saturday, November 7.

Seminar and Registration Areas
Seminars will be held in Ballrooms E through H and in the Kiefaber Room.

Convention Registration and Pre-Registration Pick-Up will take place in the Ballroom Foyer, where literature and convention materials will also be available. Please feel free to take any literature you need.

Guide Dog Relief Areas
Guide dogs are welcome, and two relief areas are available.
· The first is outside the exit at the end of the hallway near the first-floor guest rooms to the left of the registration area. The grassy relief area is located just off the parking lot.
· The second is outside the exit in the Tradewinds Room, providing another convenient location for guide dogs to take a break.
Registration
Online pre-registration is open through November 1, 2026, at 11:59 AM at NFBOhio.org/Convention. Pre-Registration is $30.00, and banquet tickets are $55.00. After November 1st at noon, In-Person Registration is $35.00, and banquet tickets are $60.00 onsite at the hotel.
Convention Registration and Pre-Registration Packet Pick-Up will take place in the Ballroom Foyer. Attendees who registered in advance should use the Pre-Registration Table for faster service. Attendees may also register onsite, purchase additional event tickets, and buy a box lunch for $25. Both Registration tables will be open on Friday, November 6, from 8:30 AM to 10:15 AM and from 12:30 PM to 1:45 PM. For registration questions, contact Suzanne Turner, Convention Arrangements Coordinator, at (216) 990-6199 or SMTurner.234@gmail.com.
NFB Literature
NFB literature will be available throughout the convention next to the registration area. Feel free to take as much as you like; and share it with your friends and family. 
Annual Auction
Help our affiliate to continue its legacy of advocacy by and for the blind by bringing your positive energy and generously giving in support of a great cause during our annual auction held at the Banquet on Saturday evening.
It promises to be fun for the entire family with many valuable items up for bid. Our chapters, divisions, and many friends contribute a wide range of items including electronics, gift certificates, food baskets, and more.
To donate auction items, contact Annette Lutz at (614) 288-4323 or bring items to the River Park Room when you arrive. Thank you in advance for supporting the affiliate’s advocacy work.
Door Prizes
Door prizes will be drawn periodically throughout convention sessions on Friday, Saturday, Sunday and during our banquet. To be eligible to win a door prize, you must be registered for the convention and present in the meeting space when your name is called. All donated items should be labeled clearly in print and Braille with the donor's name, the amount of the gift, and the type of gift being contributed. Deliver prizes directly to Annette Lutz in the River Park Room or leave them with a representative at the Convention Information table along with its print/Braille label. 
Hospitality
Hospitality will be held on Friday, November 6, from 5:30 PM to 9:00 PM in the Tradewinds Room on the first floor. Join Ohio affiliate members for snacks, beverages, conversation, and fellowship with old and new friends.
Exhibit Hall 
Whether you are looking for information or shopping for new technology, the 2026 Exhibit Hall will offer resources to help you live the life you want. Visit the Exhibit Hall in the Tradewinds Room on Saturday, November 7, from noon to 4:00 PM. Explore technology, employment resources, healthcare information, services for the blind, and more.
For questions, please reach out to Suzanne Turner, Convention Arrangements Coordinator at (216) 990-6199 or SMTurner.234@gmail.com.
Guide Dogs 
Guide dog relief areas are available near the first-floor sleeping rooms at the end of the hallway to the left of the reservation desk, use the exit to the parking lot; grassy areas are located to the left, and second is outside the exit in the Tradewinds Room, providing another convenient location for guide dogs to take a break. For assistance with guide dog issues, contact Luann Bowers, OAGDU Division President, at (419) 822-6828 or by email at luannbowers4@gmail.com.
Dream Makers Circle
You can help build a future of opportunity for the blind by becoming a member of our Dream Makers Circle (DMC). It is easier than you think. You can visit your bank and convert an account to a P.O.D. (payable on death) bank account, which is payable after your passing to the National Federation of the Blind or one of our affiliates. Your legacy gift to the National Federation of the Blind or the National Federation of the Blind of Ohio can be made in the form of a will or living trust, an income-generating gift, or by naming us as the beneficiary of a retirement plan, IRA, pension, or life insurance policy. You can designate a specific amount, a percentage, or list the NFB as one of several beneficiaries. For additional information, contact Patti Chang at 410-659-9314, extension 2422, or pchang@nfb.org.
Vehicle Donations
The National Federation of the Blind uses car donations to improve the education of blind children, distribute free white canes, help veterans, and so much more. We have partnered with Vehicles for Charity to process donated vehicles. Please call toll-free 855-659-9314, and a representative can make arrangements, or you can donate online by visiting https://nfb.org/vehicledonations.
Pre-Authorized Contributions 
Can you help the National Federation of the Blind on a regular basis? Please consider joining our pre-authorized contribution (PAC) plan. Starting at $5 monthly, you can help us turn dreams into reality and raise expectations. To enroll, call 877-632-2722, visit https://nfb.org/pac to complete the online form, or email pac@nfb.org for additional information.
You can leave a legacy through planned giving. Please consider including us in your estate planning. It is easier than you think. We are so grateful for all you do.


Meet the National Representative

Mark A. Riccobono, President of the National Federation of the Blind, was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Diagnosed with glaucoma and aniridia at age five, he attended public schools, graduated with honors, and was active in debate and track.

Mark earned a bachelor’s degree in business administration from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, became a member of the Iron Cross honor society, and served as founding president of the Wisconsin Association of Blind Students. During his senior year, he was elected president of the National Federation of the Blind of Wisconsin.

After graduation, Mark joined the Sears executive trainee program and spent his free time advocating for the blind. Then he was appointed to the Wisconsin State Superintendent’s Blind and Visual Impairment Education Council and made the first director of the Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired, an agency responsible for statewide services to blind children. Afterward he took a position in Baltimore with the NFB and earned a Master of Science in Educational Studies from the Johns Hopkins School of Professional Studies in Business and Education. 

Mark later served as executive director of the NFB Jernigan Institute, the only research and training institute developed and directed by blind people. In 2010 and 2011, he served on the Federal Commission on Accessible Instructional Materials in Postsecondary Education. In January 2011, at Daytona International Speedway, he navigated a car equipped with nonvisual technology for 1.5 miles, demonstrating the first time a blind person drove a street vehicle in public without assistance from a sighted person.

On July 5, 2014, the National Federation of the Blind elected Mark to serve as its president. The election took place at the national convention of the National Federation of the Blind, held in Orlando, Florida. He has been re-elected by the membership every two years since that time. 

Mark and his wife, Melissa, live in Baltimore, Maryland, with their three children.


Convention Agenda
Thursday, November 5, 2026
Adventure Without Limits: Breaking Barriers Through Sports

Get ready to move, compete, and have fun!
 
The 80th Annual State Convention is excited to welcome Envision Blind Sports to our convention.
 
For over 20 years, Envision Blind Sports has provided accessible sports and physical activity opportunities for individuals who are blind or visually impaired, helping participants build lifelong wellness, confidence, independence, and community.
 
Come discover a wide range of adaptive sports, including goalball, soccer, tennis, water sports, downhill skiing, wrestling, judo, running and more!
 
Join us on Thursday, November 5, from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM in the Tradewinds Room for an interactive afternoon of sports and fitness. You will be able to try activities, ask questions, meet members of the organization, and learn how to get involved in adaptive sports.
 
Wear comfortable clothing and closed-toe shoes suitable for movement, and come ready to participate!

To participate, please email Shawn Martin at smartin494@roadrunner.com or Aundra Stover at astover@gmail.com with your name and request to be added to the session sign-up list. 

Envision Blind Sports will also be a convention vendor, so be sure to visit their booth to learn more, connect with their team, and discover even more ways to get active.
 
Don’t miss this opportunity to experience the excitement of adaptive sports. We look forward to seeing you for an afternoon filled with movement, competition, sportsmanship, and fun!

Pre-Convention Fundraiser: Bowl-A-Thon
Support the National Federation of the Blind of Ohio
Every pin makes a difference at this pre-convention fundraiser.
Join us for an exciting and meaningful event where blind bowlers take the lanes and the community comes together to support empowerment, advocacy, and opportunity across Ohio.

How It Works!
· Blind bowlers take the lanes.
· Sponsors pledge 25 cents or more per pin or make a donation to one or more bowlers.
· Score sheets will be provided so sponsors can track each bowler’s success.
· Support strengthens NFB of Ohio programs, services, and statewide advocacy.
Event Details
Location: Poelking Bowling Center
1403 Wilmington Ave, Dayton, OH 45420
Date & Time: November 5, 2026 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM EST

Ways to Participate
· Cheer on the bowlers and enjoy the excitement.
· Sponsor a bowler and pledge your support.
· Spread the word by inviting friends, family, and colleagues.

Together, Let’s Roll Toward Greater Opportunities
Your participation helps create a stronger future for blind Ohioans through advocacy, community programs, and leadership development.

Contact to Sponsor a Bowler
Theresa McKenney, Fundraiser Committee Co-chair
Phone: 216‑990‑2582
Patricia McPherson, Fundraiser Committee Co-chair
Phone: (330) 524-8388
Email: patrinkle@icloud.com


Movie Night at the 80th State Convention
We’re excited to invite you to join the Miami Valley and Springfield Chapters for a fun, relaxing, and memorable evening featuring an audio-described movie. Come enjoy refreshments, laughter, and great company while connecting with fellow convention attendees.

Event Details
Date: November 5
Time: 6:00–8:00 PM
Location: Wright Memorial Library, 1776 Far Hills Rd., Conference Room, Oakwood, OH 45419

What to Expect
· An audio-described movie for an accessible viewing experience.
· Refreshments.
· Time to relax, socialize, and enjoy good company.

Host Chapters
- Miami Valley Chapter
- Springfield Chapter



Contact for more information:
Dr. Carolyn Peters, President, Miami Valley Chapter
(937) 657-5134
Dr.Carolyn.Peters@gmail.com

Bring your friends and your appetite, and come join us for a wonderful evening of fun, fellowship, and entertainment! We can’t wait to see you there!

Friday, November 6, 2026
8:30 AM to 10:15 AM - Convention Registration and Pre-Registration Packet Pick-Up
Location Ballroom Foyer

Join us on Zoom for the Board Meeting, General Sessions and the Banquet.
Everyone will be muted!
https://zoom.us/j/4081850851
Meeting ID: 408 185 0851

10:30 AM to Noon - Ohio Board of Directors Meeting
Location: Salon E.
12:30 PM to 1:45 PM - Convention Registration and Pre-Registration Packet Pick-Up
Location: Ballroom Foyer
Opening General Session
2:00 PM - Call to Order Richard Payne, President, NFB of Ohio 
Invocation: Rev., Dr. Carolyn Peters, President, Ohio Communities of Faith Division, and Member, Board of Directors, NFB of Ohio
2:05 PM - Opening ceremonies: 
· Color Guard presentation
· Singing of the national anthem
2:15 PM - Welcome to Dayton
Honorable Mayor Shenise Turner-Sloss.
2:25 PM - Opening Remarks from the Host Chapters
Presented by the Miami Valley and Springfield Chapters.
2:35 PM - National Representative Report
Mark A. Riccobono, National President, National Federation of the Blind.
3:15 PM - HB 374: Prescription Drug Readers
Representative Mark Sigrist, Ohio House District 10.
3:40 PM - Opportunity for Ohioans with Disabilities
Kevin Miller, Director.
4:00 PM - State of Ohio ADA Coordinator
Chelsea Wonski-Morgan.
4:25 PM - Updates from Clovernook
Jen DuBois, CEO, Clovernook Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired.

4:45 PM - Thriving, Not Retiring: The Aging Workforce, Contribution, Success, and Purpose
Nedra Johnson, DFAS Customer Support and Fiscal Services.
5:00 PM - Adjourn
General Session resumes at 9:00 AM Saturday.
5:30 PM to 9:00 PM - Hospitality
Come to Join in on the fun, food and social activities in the Tradewinds Room.
6:00 PM to 7:30 PM - Ohio Community Service Division Meeting
Patricia McPherson, President.
Location: Salon F.
6:00 PM to 7:30 PM - Ohio Association of Guide Dog Users Division Meeting
Luann Bowers, President.
Location: Salon G.
6:00 PM to 7:30 PM - Resolutions Committee Meeting
Mike Bullis, Chair. All are welcome to attend. Resolutions adopted by the convention become the policy of the organization.
Location: Salon H.
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM - Ohio Communities of Faith Division Meeting
Rev. Dr. Carolyn Peters, President. This diverse group of blind members represents many faith traditions. Join the business meeting, participate in elections, and learn about available resources.
Location: Kiefaber Room.
7:30 PM to 8:30 PM - Ohio At-Large Chapter Meeting
Colleen Roth, President.
Location: Salon G.
8:00 PM to 9:30 PM - Blind Parents Meeting
Masquenada Douglas, Chair.
Location: Salon F.
8:00 PM to 9:30 PM - Rookie Roundup
First-time convention attendees are invited to meet President Payne, members of the Ohio Board of Directors, and National President Mark Riccobono. Leaders will welcome attendees, answer questions, and preview weekend activities.
Location: Salon H.
8:30 PM - Nominating Committee Meeting
This is a closed meeting.
Location: River Park Room.
9:30 PM - Talent Showcase
If you have a unique skill or creative passion, share your artistry with fellow convention attendees. For more information, contact Jessica Stover, President of the National Federation of the Blind of Ohio Greater Akron Chapter, at 330-417-4935. Location: Location: Salon E.


Saturday, November 7, 2026
7:30 AM to 8:45 AM - Scholarship Breakfast Meeting
Invited guests will meet in the Dewberry 1850 Restaurant. Kristin Coen and Kinshuk Tella serve as scholarship committee co-chairs.
General Session Continues
Location: Salon E.
9:00 AM - Call to Order
Richard Payne, President, NFB of Ohio. 
9:05 AM - Invocation
Christopher Sabine, Ohio Communities of Faith Division and NFB of Ohio Board Member.
9:10 AM - 3D Inclusive Models
Tom Babinszki, CEO, Even Grounds, will discuss inclusive models such as restroom maps and other tactile resources.
9:30 AM - Vanda Pharmaceuticals: Non-24 Circadian Rhythm Disorder
Magdalena Felton, Nurse Educator.
9:50 AM - Aira
Jenine Stanley, Aira Visual Interpreting Services.
10:10 AM - Ohio Talking Book Program
Angelyn Hellman, Supervisor, State Library of Ohio.
10:30 AM - Miami Valley Vision Services
Leah McGraw, MPA, Vision Services Manager.

10:50 AM - Meet The Sight Center of Northwest Ohio
Tim Tegge, Executive Director.
11:15 AM - Introduction to the Pageantry System
Tanisha Carlgren, former National Miss Star, and Tomeika Hurt, 2026 Miss Ohio Star, AmeriFest.
11:35 AM - Braille Power: Literacy Among Students, Educators, and Beyond
MaKenzie Love, National Braille Challenge winner.
Noon - Adjourn
General Session resumes at 9:00 AM Sunday.
Noon to 4:00 PM - Exhibit Hall
Location: Tradewinds Room, first floor.
12:00 PM to 1:30 PM - DeafBlind Committee Meeting
The DeafBlind Committee, in partnership with Kacie Weldy, will present an immersive learning experience focused on DeafBlind communication and lived experiences. The session will include interactive activities, group discussion, and a panel led by DeafBlind individuals sharing insights on communication access, independence, and community perspectives.
Delcenia Brown and Dynasty Lavender, Co-Chairs.
Location: Salon E.
12:30 PM to 2:00 PM - Tech Seminar 101
Sabrena Rice, iLearn LLC, will share tips for using everyday apps on Android and Apple devices.
Location: Kiefaber Room.
1:30 PM to 3:00 PM - Ohio Association of Blind Senior Division Meeting
Mariann Denning, President.
Location: Salon E.
1:30 PM to 3:00 PM - Self-Employment 101
Presenters Christopher Sabine of O.N.H. Consulting and Natassha Ricks of N. Lichells Inc. will discuss obtaining an EIN, building a brand, developing clientele, and planning future business goals.
Location: Salon H.
2:00 PM to 3:15 PM - Membership Committee Meeting
William Turner and Jessica Stover, Co-Chairs, with Suzanne Turner, Vice President, NFB of Ohio.
Location: Kiefaber Room.
2:30 PM to 4:00 PM - Toastmasters: The Art of Communicating Effectively
Dr. Linda Jackson, Orator.
Location: Salon F.
3:00 PM to 4:30 PM - Tech 2
Learn more about using ChatGPT, Gemini, and Copilot with JAWS. Presenter: Elizabeth Whitaker, Vispero, Director of User Education and Outreach. 
Location: Salon H.


3:30 PM to 4:45 PM - Diabetes Action Network Meeting
Joann Williams, President.
Location: Kiefaber Room.
5:30 PM to 6:30 PM - Social and Cocktail Hour
Location: Ballroom Foyer.
6:30 PM - NFB of Ohio Banquet
Proof of ticket purchase is required. Location: Ballrooms.
Banquet Highlights:
Mistress of Ceremonies: Jessica Stover, President, NFB of Ohio Greater Akron Chapter.
Invocation: Richard Payne, President, NFB of Ohio.
Keynote Speaker: Mark A. Riccobono, National President, National Federation of the Blind. 
Awards Presentation: William Turner, Chair, Ohio Awards Committee.
Scholarship Awards: Kristin Coen Mishlan, Chair, NFB of Ohio Scholarship Committee.
Not-So-Silent Auction: Annette Lutz, Secretary, NFB of Ohio Board, and President, NFB of Ohio Capital Chapter.
Money for the Movement: Christopher Sabine, Treasurer, NFB of Ohio.
9:00 PM - After Party
Stick around after the banquet to socialize and celebrate with the NFB of Ohio community.



Sunday, November 8, 2026
7:45 AM to 8:45 AM - Faith Meeting
Ohio Communities of Faith Division. Rev. Dr. Carolyn Peters, President. Location: Kiefaber Room.
General Session Continues
Location: Grand Ballrooms.
9:00 AM - Call to Order
Richard Payne, President, NFB of Ohio.
9:05 AM - Silent Remembrance
A brief time of silent remembrance will honor Federation members who are no longer with us.
9:10 AM - Accountability: The Cornerstone of Leadership, Advocacy, and Community Impact
Joel Carson, Staff Development Trainer, educator, author, and community leader, will discuss accountability as a foundation for leadership, advocacy, and community impact.
9:30 AM - Ohio President’s Annual Report
Richard Payne, President, NFB of Ohio.
9:50 AM - Ohio Financial Report
Christopher Sabine, Treasurer, NFB of Ohio.

10:05 AM - Ohio Nominating Committee Report
10:10 AM - Affiliate Elections
10:35 AM - Resolutions
Mike Bullis, Chair, Resolutions Committee.
11:00 AM - What’s in a Word?
Mariann Denning, Vice President, At Large Chapter.
11:25 AM - What Is Peer Support, and How Can This Profession Support the Federation?
David C. Perry, Vice President, NFB of Ohio Cincinnati Chapter.
11:40 AM - Thriving in the Federation
Robin Birks, President, NFB of Ohio New Toledo Chapter.
11:55 AM - Closing Remarks
Richard Payne, President, NFB of Ohio.
Noon - Adjournment



National Federation of the Blind of Ohio
2026 Board of Directors
Officers
President: Richard Payne
Phone: 937-829-3368
Email: rchpay7@gmail.com
PO Box 20544
Dayton, OH 45420
Vice President: Suzanne Hartfield-Turner
Phone: 216-990-6199
Email: SMTurner.234@gmail.com
1127 Euclid Ave
Cleveland, OH 44115
Secretary: Annette Lutz
Phone: 614-288-4323
Email: President.capital.nfboh@gmail.com
77 West Jeffrey Place
Columbus, OH 43214
Treasurer: Christopher Sabine
Phone: 513-403-9601
Email: info@onhconsulting.com
6756 Tarawa Dr
Cincinnati, OH 45224
Board Members
Dr. Carolyn Peters
Phone: 937-657-5134
Email: dr.carolyn.peters@gmail.com
411 Elmhurst Rd
Dayton, OH 45417
Terms Ending 2027
William Turner
Phone: 330-328-9860
Email: TurnerW794@gmail.com
1064 East 167th Street
Cleveland, OH 44110
Masquenada Douglas
Phone: 330-475-6844
Email: masquenadadouglas@iCloud.com
PO Box 20544
Dayton, OH 45420
Shawn Martin
Phone: 216-288-1243
Email: smartin494@roadrunner.com
11406 Clifton Blvd, Apt. 409
Cleveland, OH 44102
David C. Perry
Phone: 513-470-1122
Email: daveperry16@yahoo.com
3214 Blue Acres Dr, Apt. 1
Cincinnati, OH 45239
Andra Stover
Phone: 440-204-9244
Email: andra.stover@outlook.com
3000 Graham Rd, Apt. 111
Stow, OH 44224
Kathy Legg
Phone: 330-212-5118
Email: kalegg0220@gmail.com
1916 15th St. SW
Akron, OH 44314
80th Annual State Convention Sponsors
We are grateful to the following community partners for supporting the transformative work of blind people in Ohio. Their generosity helps strengthen our community, expand opportunities, and advance the mission of the National Federation of the Blind of Ohio.

Norwalk Ohio Lions Club
Thank you to the Norwalk Ohio Lions Club for its continued support of the 2026 scholarship program.

Vanda Pharmaceuticals
Vanda Pharmaceuticals is dedicated to raising awareness of Non-24-Hour Sleep-Wake Disorder, also known as Non-24, and supporting the blindness community. Non-24 is a rare circadian rhythm disorder that can affect people who are totally blind and may cause excessive daytime sleepiness, nighttime sleeplessness, and challenges with social and occupational activities.

Disability Rights Ohio
Disability Rights Ohio is a nonprofit organization that advocates for the human, civil, and legal rights of people with disabilities throughout Ohio.

Cincinnati Association for the Blind & Visually Impaired
The Cincinnati Association for the Blind & Visually Impaired is a private nonprofit organization that provides comprehensive services and job opportunities for people of all ages who are blind or visually impaired. Its work supports full lives, independence, and community inclusion.

Clovernook Center for the Blind & Visually Impaired
For more than a century, Clovernook Center for the Blind & Visually Impaired has empowered adults and children through employment opportunities, recreation, vision care, and a wide range of support services.

Access Center for Independent Living
The Access Center for Independent Living works to ensure that people with disabilities have full and complete access to the communities in which they live.
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